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Neceſlary to be conſidered, in Order to a more 


firm -and full Settlement of Peace bath ar 
Home and Abroad. 


Tn a Letter to a Biſhop of the preſent Conſtitution, by an Engliſh Catholick. 


4h LORD, 
W HEN. you deſired to diſcourſe with me, I was very glad 


/ A} - of it; for I know none of your Order I ſhould more 
4 * , gladly havediſcourſed with than your ſelf : But my Ex- 
petations were greatly diſappointed, when after I had walked 
more than five Miles for that purpoſe, you firſt permitted much 
of my time to be loſt by ordinary Diſcourſe, not ſo much as of an 
Buſineſs ; and, at laſt, as ſoon as I moved any thing towards it, too 
ſuch occaſion: to prevent any farther Proceedings in Conference, 
either then, or at any timeelſe, as looked as if you 1n truth declined 
what you before ſeemed to deſire. I expected to have received 
from you the Subje&t of our Diſcourſe ; but ſince you was not 
pleaſed to vouchſate me that Favour, I ſhall to you, and ( for rea- 
ſons.-which will appear hereafter ) to all, give a plain Account 
of what I think may reaſonably be expected from me. - | 
Thave from my Youth been diſpoſed to Retirement, and yet for all 
that always ſo heartily. affected to the Service of God and my Country, 
that upon any juſt Occaſion I have been as ready to appenrr in Publick 
as any, and without any reſpect to any private Intere#f. This is ma- 
nifeſt by what I have Printed ſince the Reyolution, ( not _—_ 


- 
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other Matters:) And ſoon after I had received my Quietzs from 
that Service, (as I apprehended” it) I was, by a Secret Condutt of 
Providence, engaged in another, which had been much in my Heart 
for many Years, for the more immediate Service of our Great So- 
veraign ; and, by ſeveral Steps unforeſeen by any. Mortal, aeceffi- 
tated to enter into the mo## Sacred Imployment, unleſs I would de- 
ſert that Service, and let it fall ; and to proceed from a private 
Room to a publick Church, and from one to another, till I and my. 
little Company were brought into the very Hcart of the City : and 
then I began to be more ſenſible of the Divine Hand in it, and what 
our Buſineſs was ; viz. to bear a Publick, but tacit Teſtimony againſt 
the Corruptions and Neglect of the mo#t Solemn part of the Chriſtian 
Worſhip. And that I continued for above Two Tears daily with a 
Liturgy reſtored in the principal Matters to the Primitive Integrity, 
which I printed, and preſented to the Arch Biſhop, and Biſhop of 
Londoz, and others, and tet it be publiſhed; and in the Preface 
gave ſufficient Admonition of thoſe Faults I have mentioned. But 
when I found it ſo negleCted by thoſe, who were moſt obliged to. 
take Notice of it, I began to fear it might be but the Expoſing of ſo 
Sacred a thing to Contempt, if we continued in that publick man- 
ner ; yet did not think fit to deſert that Poſt till I had either a 
Prohibition to proceed, or an rvitation to depart to ſome other 
Station ; and ſich I fooen had, a very extraordinary one, to a very: 
convenient Retirement, After 1 came thither, the Scandals I had be-- 
fore received from the Unfaithfulneſs, Tepedity, and Unconcerned= 
neſs of ſuch, as of all men I thought moſt obliged to take Care of the- 
Sefvice of God, and the Peace and Welfare of the Nation, were ſo- 
eften by Letters I received from London recalled to my Remem- 
brance, that at laſt I reſolved upon a farther and more exa&t Review 
of what is called the Reformation, which ſeems to have been the ſpe- 
cial BuſineG of that Retirement. When I had ſatisfied my ſelf in - 
that matter, I gave a plain Account of. the things of moſt Im- 
rtance, both to-the State, and to the- Church, which I had ob- 
erved, to Two of His Majeſty's Privy-Council, and reſolved for 
my felt to do what I could to extricate my ſelf out of all that Guilt 
and Wickedneſs I found this Nation involved in, and to make my 
own Cauſe good, whatever others would do: Andfor that purpoſe 
E could not think of any Expedient more proper, than to draw up. 
# plain Profeſſ;on of my Faith, and to make an Offer thereof, and of 
Communion to the next Catholick Church, which I take to be = 
of 
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of France; and alittle kind of Overture I then made of it to a 
private Friend in London. When I had done this, we ſoon had 
Occaſion to think of removing thence,” and upon our Removal, 
Opportunity to make ſome ſtay at Oxford, and to peruſe what 
Books and Manuſtripts I thought fit there; and when I had done 
that, a fair /nvitation to come nearer London. And then I thought 
fit to write to the Biſhop of the Dioceſs whence I came, and where 
I was concerned, to the Biſhop of the Dioceſs to which I came, and 
to the Arch-Biſhop of the Province, concerning, theſe matters, who 
were all I thought my ſelf obliged to for any account of what I did ; 
but 1 deſired an Opportunity to repreſent them to a Synod : For 
I could not fſatisfie my ſelf to ſecure my own Latereſt, unleſs I did 
'what I could for the Service of my Countrey alſo, eſpecially 
ſince we have a Peace ſo happily concluded by fo many States, 
without any great Danger of any thing than what is like to be re- 
vived by Difſeations in the Church, and the ſecret Guilt of Sacrilege 
and Schiſm, both in this and other Nations. And therefore when 
1 found no hopes of any Opportunity of repreſenting theſe matters 
before the Church Collective in a Synod, there was no other way 
for me of doing it at all but before the Church Diffufive by the 
Preſs. And for divers Reaſons I thought nothing more proper 
to begin with than a Diſcourſe of Prayers for the Dead, with a Pre- 
face concerning the Neceſlity and Advantage of a Review of theſe 
matters by the State, fince the preſent Governours of the Church - 
would not trouble themſelves about them. And this, my Lord, 
I hope, will fully anſwer part of your miſtake concerning me. I 
ſhall next tell you plainly, What were the Scandals which princi- 
pally moved me to this Review, ſo far as is ſufficient for my pur- 

; and then, What were the principal Marrers which I obſerved 

in - and think moſt neceſlary for a farther Conſideration at 
relent. # - 
" Of thoſe Scandals, there is one of which I have long ſince, and often 
complained, both in private and publick, but with ſo little Sncceſs, 
as doth not a little aggravate the Sin and Scandal to me : It is, 
that, having ſo great Encouragement for Learning, ſuch Numbers 
of Learned Men, ſuch Abundance of Shipping, and all Neceflaries, 
ſuch Commerce, Footing, and Plantations in ſo many Foreign Parts 
among Infidels, there hath 'been no Care taken by the Governours 
of this Reformed Church for the Propagation of Religion among, the 
Infidels, or the Promotion of fincere Piety in our own Planta- 
2 A2 tions 
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tions, but, inſtead of ſending Miſſioners of the Goſpel, ſuffering 
them to befilled with the Miniſters of Satan, the moſt ſcandalous 
People of the Nation ; and for Relief of the poor Negroes, whom 
their worſe than Infidel Maſters will not ſuffer to be inſtracted in 
Chriſtianity, and to be baptized, leaſt they ſhould loſe their Ser- 
vice, not ſo much as a Bill brought in, or one Motion made in Par- 
liament, where they ſit, and are many times as bulie, as Solicitors, 
in private Caſes of temporal Concern. 

This is not a little aggravated by the cold Entertainment which 
DoQtor Bray's good Propoſal had in this Nation, not only among 
the Gentry and People in the Country, but among the Citizens and 
Traders, and even thoſe very Peſons who approved and recom- 
mended it to the Charitable Contributions of others; and after it 
had been thus ſent on begging for ſo inconſiderable a Sum as Three 
Thouſand Pounds, which was as much as it required, has been held 
in Suſpence for ſome Years. befgrs it could be raiſed, if it be raiſed 
yet. And this, if I miſtake not, is the greateſt matter that ever was 
attempted by any of this Church. What Multitudes of Souls muſt 
have died in Ignorance and Infidelity, and in ſcandalons Sins, 
through the Unfaithfulneſs and Negle& of this Glorious Reformed 
Church ? Can any Man in great Place in this Church think of this 
without Horror and Amazement for the Account they muſt one 
day give for it, if they have any thing of true and ſincere Chri- 
ſtianity in them? Could ſuch a Man reproach another for com- 
mending Xavier, or ſo much as think of that glorious Saint, his 
admirable Virtues and Works, confeſſed and commended even by 
Proteſtants themſelves, and not be confounded at the Thought of 
it? Are not he, and many others of the Popes Miſſtoners, the Shame - 
and Reproach of ſuch Perſons, and of ſuch a Reformation,” in this 
World, and like to riſe up in Judgment againſt them in the next ? 
And who.can believe that ſuch a Reformation as this was of God, 
or is indowed with an Apoſtolical Spirit ? | 

I need not. mention Particulars of the like Unfaithfulneſs and 
. Negle& at home : If publick Records be examined, and the Good 

promoted, or but propoſed in Parliament by this Order be compared 
with what they have hindered or oppoſed, I doubt it will. be found 
upon Record that this Reformed Order have been very inſignifi- 
cant Inſtruments for the Good of the Nation, if not: mach more 
inſtrumental to hinder it. But we need not be at ſo much trouble 


4s that of Searching Records ; if the viſible State of the Nation be 
_ 
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conſidered; it is manifeſt and undeniable of what Communion rhe 
moFt Scandalous part of the Nation are, and under whole Diſcipline, 
if that may be called Diſcipline, which was once wiſhed, 140 years 


ſince, but never praftiſed to this day. Another great part of the . ea 


Nation, who have little more of Religion than a bare Profeſſion, and 
going to Church on Sundays, ſuch as the greateſt part of moſt Coun- 
try Pariſhes in England are, are of the ſame Communion, and under 
the Carc and Inſtruction of the ſame Perſons. And if we enquire 
into the Occaſions of ſo great Increaſe of Atheiſm, Deiſm, and Infi- 
aelity, I have not in 30 years laſt paſt diſcovered any more com- - 
mon and effeCtual, than the Scandal of the Unconcernedneſs of the- 
Clergy for the Promotion of the Religion they profeſs, and their 
eager purſuit of their own Promotion and Preferment in the | 
Church. Nor do I think there is any more common and effectual 
Occaſion of ſo' great numbers of Dsſſenters, than that Coldneſs, 
Formality, and Emptineſs of a true Spiritual Life and Power which 
they obſerved in the Generality of the Clergy, of all Ranks and 
Degrees ;. and thereupon wander to ſeek for it where they can find 
it, For there is a certain Spiritual Senſation, as a learned Man of 
your own calls it, by which devout experienced Souls can perceive 
ſuch a ſecret Power and Life in ſome Perſons and Books, as that of 
the Imitation of Chriſt, which have but a mean, ſimple, outward 
Appearance, as they perceive to be really wanting in others ſufft- 
ciently furniſhed with Learning and Humane Reaſon to recommend . 
them to thoſe, whoſe -Religion is more ſuperficial or notional. 
And ſuch I believe are many among the Diſſenters, who would ne- 
ver have ſought for what they wanted abroad, if they. could have 
found it at home. 

© * Befidesall this, there is another very notorious, which I ſhall not 
mention here, having a more ſpecial Occaſion to take notice of it - 
preſently: and F ſhall but mention what was not a little Scandalous 
to me, becauſe not ſo notorious to others ; the obſtinate and. wilful 
Negle& of theſe two great Parts of our Religion, the Peculiar S5- 
lemnity of the Worſhip,, ( of which I have ſaid enough in the Preface - 
zo the Liturgy) and of the Diſcipline. 
" Theſe things, 1 preſume, will not be denied to be:ſufficient Mo- 
tives to a conſiderate Man to examine the Root. of a Religion, 
which brings forth ſuch Fruits : and now 1 ſhall tell you ( not all 
that I obſerved in my Review; that would be too much for what 


I now delign, but ) fo much as is neceſſary” and ſufficient —_ 
? N- ... 
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Conclufions I make upon it. Three things, I —_— £0 near 
to determine all Queſtions needful concerning the Reformation : 
What were the Cavſes, for which? What the Anthority, by 
which, it was done? And what the Fruits and Effets ? Of the 
moving Cauſes enough is ſaid for the preſent in the late Lerrer and 
£nſwer to the Young-MMan, p. 2,.3. And much of the Fruits I have here 
noted already ; but there is one {o natural to the Root, and ſo re- 
markable, and of ſo ſpreading and peſtiferous a nature, that I 
thought fit to reſerve the — of it for this place. 
'*]n theChar- The very Roor of the preſent Reformation, which was at laſt 
ters were the. Eſtabliſhed by Act of Parliament, x Eliz. c. 1. was Cranmer, from 
Rights of the ,, hom the Conſecrators of Matt. Parker, the Principal of the pre- 
Ceople 1092” ſent Succeſſion of Legal Biſhops in this Nation, received their Au- 
EcciGaftical thority ; ſo that he is the Common Anceſtor oh all. What his Prin- 
Commiſſions ciples were, and to what Exceſſes his Flattery of the Civil Magiſtrate 
the Rights of proceeded, may be ſeen in the late Abſtrat# of the Vindication of 
the Church ,y, Rights of the Church, c. 8. even to the betraying of thoſe Sacred 
allo. 1" 92 and Divine Rights, and cenſuring even the Apoſtles themſelves : 
dcemſed And it is no wonder if from ſuch an Anceſtor, and ſuch Principles, 
thing. have proceeded a Progeny of Flatterers of Princes for their own 
t Both the temporal Intereſt, to the Diſturbance of all mutual Confidence 
U/urpatio: hetween them and. the People, and Deſtru&tion of whole Royal Fa- 
ry nm ” milies. For this, tho* notorious before, we need look no farther 
ſeend _ than the laſt of the ſecond Race of Kings ſince the Reformation, 
cal» Sacrik- plainly betrayed into thoſe iltegal Aftions: (juſtifiable indeed b 
gious, Schiſ- thoſe Principles, but not by the Fundamental Laws of the Engl: 
— and Government)which are the *principal things evident againſt him,by 
CP? «c© thoſe falſe Principles, and the deceitful Flattery of ſuch as preached 
ryinth.Cler- uÞ and pretended as much. to Loyalty, Non-reliſtance, and paſſive 
gy , ſubvert Obedience, as any; but ſoon diſcovered what was in the bottoin 
the Laws, Ju- of thoſe Pretences when there was occaſion. But admirable is che 
fikieK Fame, p, ,vidence of God, who hath not only given us at laſt occaſion to 
_ _ ſee the Decirfulneſs and Treacherouſneſs of thoſe Principles; and 
prelier 'Go- brought things to that State, that neither can King James excuſe 
vernment : His Adtions, but by thoſe Principles, which yet he hath ſpecial rea- 
and not ex- {gn to abhor ; nor King Wa and the Nation jultifie theirs, but 
_ Y = by tidiſowning and diſclaiming thoſe, and aſſerting and adhering 
by On. ali to thoſe of the true Engliſh Government; but befides, by a new 
zaberh's In- Diviſion and Contention in the Church, hath extorted a juſt Aſſer- 
janRion, tion of that Truth, (with -a-plain-ConviQion of the —_— 
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refie ) which few or noge before would ſo much as own or confeſs. 

The Eraſtian Hereſie you know I mean; and the Convittion may - 

be ſeen in the Abſfra#. But no Conviction, tho? never fo clear, 

will ever free this Nation from a continual Succeſſion of ſuch a 

peſtiferons Brood, till the State it ſelf caſt out the accurſed thing, 

which that Sacrilegious, Treacherous Achan brought into it. 

And ſuch it is indeed ; for if his Principles be Hereſe, the Prattice 

in the State is certainly Sacrilege, and Sacrilege of 'no ordinary 

Nature or degree. And how curſed a thing that is may be ſeen in ** 

Sir Henry Spelman's two Treatiſes, one but lately printed. Such «+ 71, 1. 

eurſed Fruit proceeding from this Root, all may ſee, and many 11;Rory of the 

havefelt, and more may, if they take not warning, Refermation 
The Authoriry by which this Reformation was Eſtabliſhed, as falſly charges 


aforeſaid, was meerly and intirely Lay : the Biſhops in the Houſe P91 Borner, | 


made Speeches againſt it ; the Convocation of the Clergy ſent up [9 #7 not 


a Remonftrance againſt it ; and the Univerſities declared againft it. gjſhop then. 


This Authority therefore was incompetent'; and that Authority, + They both: | 
. which by it was introduced into the Church, when the other Biſhops accepted 
were turned out, Schiſmatical, and null ; and beſides, meerly Political, SIE 


even in its Original, (as is briefly noted in the Lerter ro the Vindica- Con porireg 


tor ) and nothing truly Apoſtolical in it : for that Cramer had ( jfat all ) by 
implicitly renounced and diſowned, and wickedly, heretically, and fuch as had. 
treacherouſly introduced one meerly Political into the Church in || They be- 
the place of it, by his * ſtrange Projet# of Commiſſions; and the Rights of 


tray not the - 
Þ Conſecrators of Mat. Parker were both Intruders and Commiſſion- © q' ing... 


Officers, and ſuch as the Queen would not make uſe off in-her gom ; their 
Coronation, tho? ſhe was hard put toit to get any other. Nor has Separation is 
this Fundamental Fault ever been rectified, tho? there was once a fair from Schi- 
Opportunity, by a true Arch-Biſhop ſome time reſident in the Nation, Hrs 

had the Opportunity been wiſely improved, and the Perſon treated 4 of Hu- 


as his real Dignity and great Learning juſtly-deſerved. So that you mane Laws. 


have neither any clear Commiſſion from Chriſt, nor Unity with the for Obſer- 
Catholick Church, nor Integrity of his Worſhip, nor Authority or *: 
Uſe of his Diſcipline, nor Evidence or any Demonſtration of the pw rg __ 
Preſence or Power of his Spirit : And in all theſe the Diſenrers ſeem. gycuthie by 
to be equal with you, or in a better and ſafer Condition ; and tho”-the Princj« 


|| guilty of Schiſm too, yet more innocently guilty, and more cordial pies of their 

and induſtrious-for promoting the Spirit and Power of Religion in 4dverfaries, 

the Nation, which may be accepted in Mitigation of the Guilt, eſpe- ?; OY 

cially. if after. notice they proceed cautiouſly, and preſume not be- __ 
| youd. 
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ble in all Chriſtians, as Prayer, ad Inſtruftion of their Neigbours, 
if done in due manner. And this I think ſufficient for the preſent 
to juſtifie to a Man of Learning and Underſtanding in theſe mat- 


eT ters, both my refuſal of your Communion, and -what I told you 
EXT I am ready to anſwer for in my_ Preface to the Diſcourſe Of Prayers 


Theſe things I was willing; to have diſcourſed with your Lord- 

ſhip in private, but, it ſeems, it was not the Will of God that I 
ſhould, but rather offer them publickly to the Conſideration of all. 
Nor dol ſee any Inconvenience at all in it:: For if I be miſtaken 
in any thing, I ſhall be glad to be better informed, and as concerned 
and careful to do right to the Truth, as any one concerned can 
deſire. Bur if theſe things be ſo, as I have faid, certainly they are 


for the Dead? And if this benot enough, more have to ſay. 


not to be neglected ; nor can any Man, who has any Senſe of his. 


Duty to God, or any Love to his Country, ſee it in ſuch a Caſe, 
* fo. Bron: and be ſilent, or not ſo much as give Notice to all, and eeſpecially 
hell acknow. £0 ſuch as are obliged to take care, not only of themſelves, but of 
ledges Sepa- The reſt alſo. Nor can Your Lordſhip, or any of Your Order, be 
ration from offended at it, if it betruth : for if ſo, it is in effe&t but what you 


the Catholic your ſelves cught to do, as you will anſwer it to Almighty God. - 


> no If your Prince and the State be guilty of Sacrilege, by Uſurping'the 


from Chrift, Sacred Rights of the Church, you ought to admoniſh them, to per- 
and all his ſuade them, to oppoſe and withſtand it, and not- to -comply- with 
holy Ocdi- it : for that is to make your ſelves Partakers in: the Sin, to betray 
nances, and their Souls, and your own too. If all be guilty of Schi/zz, you ought 
wt po _ to conſfler how * great a Sin that is, give Warning, adviſe what is 
Pafion, avg £0 be done, and not conceal fo great an Evil, either, for your own 
all Hope of Private Intereſt, or for the ſake of a Party : that is to let them die 
Silvation. 1n their Sin, and their Blood be required of you, over and befides 
Fendic.c'9- P. your own Perſonal Guilt. If the Authority of Chriſ”s Commiſſion 
kg I Fo =_— be not duly and ſufficiently conveyed to you, you ought not to pre- 
Schiſm, c. 1. fend to any ſuch thing, or to aG as if it was; that z5, to counter- 
Se# 5.67.8. feit your Soveraign's Commiſſion, to be Impoſtors, and the greateſt 
Stilliugtleet Cheats and Deceivers that can be. And all this 1s no. leſs a Sin 
- _— than that great Sin of diſowning Chriſt, and his Word, being a- 
aq H- Da. ſhamed or afraid to atteſt it ; but rather ſo much greater, by how 
well of munch the Temptation is leſſer. So that it is a matter which deſerves 
Schiſm, c.13, as great Conſideration as any in the World ; and not to be reſolved 
74 Abttract, but upon very great and clear Grounds and Reaſons, And if you 
e 4 F. 16. your ſelves will -aot be ſenſible of it, others ought, at leaſt every 


- one for themſelves. And fo I kave it.  $& ES 4 
FA 


_ Yo as 9% 
EFISS =; 
y po 2-6 4 
__ OS 2 

1 - 
of of ES 0 + 

2 Y Cy 
—_— SS, - 

__- 
«1,0 


Fo 5 ERAS - Es Kid ak £8 , .- > 
yond their Authority, and ſuch things as are lawful and commenda- - 5 


